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SUB J : PROPOSED CBS 60 MINUTES TELECAST ON FREEPORT’S 
IMMUNOLOGY RESEARCH CENTER 

1 . THE FREEPORT NEWS HAS REPORTED THAT A CBS 60 MINUTES 

CREW IS DUE IN FREEPORT SHORTLY TO DO A REPORT ON DR. LAWRENCE 
BURTON, THE CONTROVERSIAL HEAD OF FREEPORT'S IMMUNOLOGY 
RESEARCH CENTER (IRC) WHICH CLAIMS TO HAVE DISCOVERED A 
REVOLUTIONARY CANCER TREATMENT. 

2. SHOULD THE DEPARTMENT OR HEW RECEIVE INQUIRIES ON IRC, 
EMBASSY'S CURRENT INFORMATION ON IRC REMAINS SAME AS THAT 
CONTAINED IN OUR RESPONSE DATED NOVEMBER 1, 1977 TO REPRESENT- 
ATIVE VIRGINIA SMITH S LETTER REQUESTING INFORMATION ON IRC 
ON BEHALF OF A NEBRASKA CONSTITUENT. 

3. TEXT OF OUR RESPONSE READS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE THE IRC WAS APPROVED IN 1976 TO OPERATE IN THE BAHAMAS 
BY THE BAHAMAS GOVERNMENT'S MINISTRY OF HEALTH, DESPITE 
OBIECTIONS AT THAT TIME OF THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE 
BAHAMAS (MAB). THE CENTER IS SITUATED AT THE RAND MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL (OWNED AND OPERATED BY BAHAMAS GOVERNMENT) AND THE 
IRC OPERATES WITHIN THE HOSPITAL'S FACILITIES BUT IS 
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NOT DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO THE HOSPITAL. THE CENTER IS HEADED 
BY DR. LAWRENCE BURTON. WHO IS PURPORTEDLY A U.S. RESEARCH 
ZOOLOGIST. DR. BURTON IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT HE DOES NOT 
PROCLAIM HE HAS A CURE FOR CANCER BUT HAS FOUND A MEANS BY 
WHICH THE DISEASE COULD BE BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. AS YOU WILL 
SEE FROM THE ENCLOSED COPIES OF NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS FROM 
THE FREEPORT NEWS AND NASSAU GUARDIAN, THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
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OF THE BAHAMAS (MAB) IS PRESENTLY INVESTIGATING THE AUTHENTICITY 
OF THE METHOD OF TREATMENT OF THIS CENTER. DR. A. ESFAKIS, 
PRESIDENT OF MAB, HAS STATED THAT HIS ASSOCIATION IS INFORMED 
THAT THE RESEARCH CENTER WAS REFUSED PERMISSION IN THE U.S. 

TO DO THE SAME TYPE OF CANCER RESEARCH PROJECT. IN ADDITION, 

THE MAB HAS LEARNED THAT THE AUTHORITATIVE NATIONAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL IN THE UNITED STATES OFFERED TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
CANCER RESEARCH GROUP (CENTER) IN AN EFFORT TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER THE DOCTORS HAD ACTUALLY MADE ANY SIGNIFICANT BREAK- 
THROUGHS IN THE TREATMENT AND CURE OF CANCER BUT THEY REFUSED.' 1 
THE EMBASSY TODAY CONTACTED DR. ESFAKIS TO FIND OUT THE 
PRESENT STATUS OF THE MAB S INVESTIGATION. HE STATES THE MAB 
IS STILL NOT HAPPY ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT THE IRC S RESEARCH 
IS BEING CONDUCTED ALONG ACCEPTED SCIENTIFIC GROUNDS AND ALSO 
IT IS CONCERNED THAT THE CENTER MAY BE MISLEADING TERMINALLY 
ILL CANCER VICTIMS THAT IT HAS A CURE. HE FURTHER ADDED THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE THEORY FOR THE TREATMENT MAY OR MAY NOT BE VALID, 
THE MAB IS STILL NOT CONVINCED OF ITS VALIDITY AT THIS TIME. 

FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED. DR. ESFAKIS SUGGESTS 
THAT ANY FUTURE INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE CENTER'S VALIDITY MAY 
BE ADDRESSED TO HIM - P.O. BOX N-3248, NASSAU, THE BAHAMAS. AS 
YOU CAN SEE FROM THE ABOVE, THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE CENTER AND 
DOCTORS IS, AT THIS TIME, UNDER INVESTIGATION. IF ANY FURTHER 
INFORMATION OR RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION ARE MADE KNOWN TO 
ME, I SHALL CERTAIN WRITE YOU AGAIN. END QUOTE. 
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RM DR. ESFAKIS' TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (809) 322 4097. 

5. FOR YOUR INFORMATION DR. ESFAKIS INFORMED EMBOFF THAT 
AN INQUIRY WAS MADE LAST YEAR ON BEHALF OF SENATOR HUBERT 
HUMPHREY CONCERNING THE NATURE OF THE TREATMENT OF CANCER 
OFFERED BY IRC. 

SCHWARTZ 
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